
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report of:  Mark Kiddle-Morris, Executive Member for Assets & Strategic Development 
 
To:    Cabinet: 1 April 2014 
 
Author:  Kevin Ward (Growth Programme Manager) 
 
Subject: New Anglia LEP Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) 
 
Purpose: To update Members on the progress of the SEP 
 

 
Recommendation(s):  
1) That authority is delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of 
 the Council and the Executive Member for Assets & Strategic Development to 
 indicate the District Council’s support for the submission version of the New Anglia 
 Strategic Economic Plan. 
 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The Government created Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), as public/private 

partnerships between business, local authorities and academia to drive local growth, and is 
increasingly transferring powers to them, including establishing Local Transport Bodies 
covering LEP areas.  New Anglia LEP (NALEP) is the partnership for Norfolk and Suffolk 
and covers both counties in their entirety.  King’s Lynn and West Norfolk is also in the 
Greater Cambridgeshire, Greater Peterborough LEP.     

Government recently requested that LEPs produce a Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) for 
their area, which will be used to negotiate a six year ‘Growth Deal’, giving access to a Local 
Growth Fund (LGF), which is designed to contribute to financing economic growth priorities.  
Government guidance indicates that Deals will be signed off by the end of July 2014. 

 
The main purpose of the SEP is to provide the basis for negotiating a ‘Growth Deal’ with 
Government, which gives access to a share of the £2bn LGF.  The LGF comes into force in 
April 2015, with an element allocated to the local area, but a further element bid for 
competitively.   

For the first year, the Fund is virtually all capital, largely coming from the Department for 
Transport (DfT).  While the LGF is described by Government as being unringfenced, in 
practice DfT will expect the funds they put into the pot to emerge in the Plan in the form of 
transport and infrastructure-related projects.  There is virtually no revenue money in the 
Fund 

 
1.2 New Anglia LEP submitted a draft Strategic Economic Plan in August 2013. Initial 

responses were submitted by Capita and Economic development. These focused on  the 
lack of an identified key growth location in Breckland and concern that the key sectors 
included ports and logistics and tourism. Further representations were made through the 
Council’s representatives on the the Norfolk Growth Board. As a result the A11 corridor is 
now recognised as key growth location within the document and the key sectors have been 
revised to include Advanced Manufacturing/engineering, Energy (including low carbon), 
Agri-tech, Life Sciences and ICT/Digital creative. 

 
 

 



2.0 OPTIONS 
 

1. Authority is delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the 
Council and the Executive Member for Assets & Strategic Development to indicate the 
District Council’s support for the submission version of the New Anglia Strategic 
Economic Plan. 

 
2. Do nothing. We would therefore not be supporting the Strategic Economic Plan, and 

would be unlikely to have access to Norfolk and Suffolk’s share of the £2.2bn LGF or 
the £81m notional allocation of EU strategic investment funds. 

 
3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
3.1 The document is evolving to reflect the priories of the District within the wider context of the 

New Anglia LEP. A fully supported SEP will enable the New Anglia LEP to engage with the 
Government in a positive way to achieve the maximum funding for the New Anglia LEP 
area. 

 
4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
4.1 Access to Norfolk and Suffolk’s share of the £2.2bn LGF or the £81m notional allocation of 

EU strategic investment funds. 
 
5.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues 
 
5.1.1 The LEP’s ‘Green Economy Pathfinder’ underpins the SEP and the market for low carbon 

and environmental goods and services (LCEGS) is positioned as a key growth sector in 
both Norfolk and the wider New Anglia area. Breckland Council is represented on both the 
Green Economy Pathfinder Board and the Implementation Group. The document 
references the Breckland-led £8.5m Grants4Growth programme, which is a key financial 
instrument on the both the supply side of the LCEGS sector and the demand side – 
catalysing investment by the wider business community in growth and efficiency 

 
5.2 Constitution & Legal 
 
5.2.1 None 
 
5.3 Contracts 
 
5.3.1 None 
 
5.4 Corporate Priorities 
 

5.4.1 To Support Our Local Economy 
 

We will actively support local businesses to encourage the creation of jobs and boost the 
local economy. 

 
5.5 Crime and Disorder  
 
5.5.1 None 
 
5.6 Equality and Diversity / Human Rights 



 
5.6.1 None 
 
5.7 Financial  
 
5.7.1 None 
 
5.8 Risk Management  
 
5.8.1 None 
 
5.9 Staffing 
 
5.9.1 None 
  
5.10 Timescales 
 

• 31 March 2014: New Anglia submits revised version of the Strategic Economic Plan 

• April 2014: Government starts assessing plans and negotiating with LEPs – advice 
to ministers by June  

• July 2014: Single Local Growth Fund offers made to LEPs 

• April 2015: Growth Deals implemented 

 
6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
6.1 All 
 
7.0 ACRONYMS  
 
7.1 SEP – Strategic Economic Plan 
7.2 LEP – Local enterprise partnership 
 

Background papers:- SEP Consultation draft 

 

Lead Contact Officer 
Name and Post: Kevin Ward Growth Programme Manager 
Telephone Number: 01362 656234 
Email: kevin.ward@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Director / Officer who will be attending the Meeting Name and Post: 
 
Key Decision: No  
 
Exempt Decision: No 
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
 
Appendix A SEP Consultation draft 


